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FOREWORD

This edition of the Capabilities of Nuclear Weapons represents the continuing efforts by the Defense
Nuclear Agency to correlate and make available nuclear weapons effects information obtained from nuclear
weapons testing, smaU.sale experiments, laboratory effort and theoretical analysis. This document presents
the phenomena and effects of a nuclear detonation and relates weapons effects manifestations in terms of
damage to targets of military interest. It provides the source material and references needed for the
preparation of operational and employment manuals by the Military Services.

The Capabilities of Nuclear Weapons is not intended to be used as an employment or design manual by
itself, since more complete descriptions of phenomenological details should be obtained from the noted
references. Every effort has been made to include the most current reliable data available on 31 December
1971 in order to assist the Armed Forces in meeting their particular requirements for operational and target
analysis purposes.

Comments concerning this manual are invited and should be addressed:

Director
Defense Nuclear Agency
ATTN: STAP
Washington. D. C. 20305

C. H. DUNN
Lt General, USA
Director
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